A photo exhibition on the Liberation War of Bangladesh

1971, as I saw it

Abdul Hamid Raihan

A small interview on television and a sense of discovery put Drik on the trail of a man who had large collection of photographic treasures, most of them , till now unknown and unseen by the rest of the world. 

Abdul Hamid Raihan, a freelance photographer who lives in Kushtia, had taken pictures during the Liberation War of Bangladesh in 1971.  These images, totaling more than 500, form an extraordinary documentation of the time, and of the people who fought to give birth to a new nation.  This exhibition consists of images which form a visual narrative of the strength, energy, commitment, suffering and struggles of the common people who sacrificed their own lives, lost families, neighbours and friends, lost homes and livelihood, to gain from the Pakistani occupying forces. 

Born in 1932, Mr. Raihan started taking photographs from the age of 14.  However his devotion to photography actually began after he bought a Yashica-635 in 1965, and made it his fulltime companion. 

During the liberation war, Abdul Hamid Raihan moved to India with his family. Leaving his family members in Karimpur, India he joined the liberation war with his camera in hand.  Till September 14, 1971 he acted as an assistant in-charge of Karimpur recruitment camp which was known as a youth camp, or the feeder camp. He then, joined the volunteer service core of the-then Mujibnagar government as a photographer.  He was assigned to visually document freedom fighters as they prepared for frontline battles, as well as record the devastations caused by the Pakistani soldiers, and their local collaborators. His images helped boost morale when it sunk low, it helped to build public opinion in favour of  the liberation war.

With deep humility, Drik dedicates this visual collective to men, women and children, to the Bengalis and ethnic minority peoples of Bangladesh, and to peoples of all the religions that make this nation, for winning freedom in 1971, and for continuing to struggle to build a land that will fulfil the dreams and aspirations of all. For Drik no date would be more fitting for the opening of such an exhibition other than 25th of March, the eve of the Bangladesh War of Independence.
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