Gaza violence attracting people to citizen-journalism

People caught up in the violence in Gaza have been turning to citizen-journalism site Demotix to get their photography out to the world.

In one powerful set of images, the bodies of dead children killed in the strikes are lay wrapped in Palestinian flags, mourned by their family. Other shots show people fleeing from smouldering wreckage, and injured men and children being treated by doctors.

· http://www.demotix.com/news/israeli-attacks-killed-dozens-palestinians-gaza-strip
· http://www.demotix.com/news/israeli-warplanes-and-combat-helicopters-pounded-hamas-ruled-gaza-strip-saturday-killing-least-200-p
· http://www.demotix.com/news/israeli-air-raid-killed-5-sisters-balosh-family

Reaction to the events in the Middle East from countries around the world has also been submitted to the site. Photographers from Indonesia, Jordan, Ireland, Iceland and the United States have uploaded images of local protests against the events in Gaza to Demotix.
Demotix has also received photographs from the Israeli town of Sderot, which faces the regular threat of Hamas rockets.

· http://www.demotix.com/news/rockets-hit-sderot

Demotix is a citizen-journalism website and photo agency. It takes user-generated content (UGC) and photographs from freelance journalists and amateurs and markets them to the mainstream media, splitting the proceeds 50-50 with the photographer. Demotix has over 1700 photojournalists using the site.

Demotix was founded in 2008 by Turi Munthe and Jonathan Tepper, to bridge the gap between the struggling mainstream media and the emerging potential of online and mobile journalism by citizens. Munthe said, “Journalism is changing. All over the world, foreign correspondents are being withdrawn and bureaus are closing. We think of Demotix as an antidote. We want to counter the demise of international reporting by connecting freelance photographers, amateurs and the average person with the global media. We are all journalists now.”

